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BUSHFIRE SAFETY PUBLICATION — “PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.” 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.05 pm]: Last summer met all the 
expectations and predictions as one of the most devastating and destructive bushfire seasons in the state’s 
history, and from preliminary indications, this forthcoming bushfire season is shaping up to be much the same, if 
not worse. Lessons learnt from last season’s major fires at Roleystone, Lake Clifton and Red Hill are critical for 
the Fire and Emergency Services Authority as part of its preparations for this season. FESA is currently working 
with government and key stakeholders, such as the Department of Environment and Conservation and local 
government, to implement key recommendations from the Perth hills bushfire review and the Stuart Ellis major 
incident review, as well as the outcomes from the survey by the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre. 

Today, I take the opportunity to brief members about the details of a very important bushfire safety publication 
for the community, which has been revised and updated to reflect the views and findings from these major 
reviews. “Prepare. Act. Survive. Your guide to preparing for and surviving the bushfire season” is an essential 
guide for people and local communities who live near bushland. This booklet spells out clearly but simply the 
bushfire risk so that people can prepare themselves, their families and their homes. The booklet also encourages 
people living in these bushfire-prone areas to join a bushfire ready group, which is a community-based program 
aimed at encouraging local residents to work together to prepare and protect their properties against the threat of 
bushfires. More than 100 bushfire ready groups are located throughout the state in high-risk areas and residents 
can contact their local fire brigade for information on how to join their local group. 

Over the next few weeks nearly 50 000 homeowners living in high-risk bushfire locations in Western Australia 
will receive a copy of this guide, which outlines the national position on bushfire and community safety. I 
encourage people to take the time to read and understand this important document because it contains life-saving 
information, such as where to get vital information during a bushfire and how to prepare a bushfire survival plan. 
It is critical for residents living near bushland to have a survival plan so that everyone knows where the safety 
equipment is stored, how to use it and where to go if people need to leave the property. The majority of houses 
can survive most bushfires with planning and effort. A well-prepared home will give residents more protection if 
a fire threatens suddenly and they cannot leave. 

“Prepare. Act. Survive.” is an essential document for those residents living near bushland and I urge them to take 
the time to read the booklet and follow the plans. Copies of the document will be sent out to members of 
Parliament in bushfire-prone areas and will also be available on the FESA website. 

I now table the document. 

[See paper 4042.] 
 


